CENTRAL COAST LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NETWORK (CCLEAN)
Steering Committee
Meeting Minutes
March 26th, 2025
2:00 pm- 3:30 pm
Via Teleconference Zoom Webinar

The meeting was called to order on March 26", 2025, at 2:00 pm by Jennie Munster. Roll call
was taken of the voting committee members signed on to Zoom.

Participants:

Present:

Patrick Treanor, District Engineer: CAWD

Jennie Munster, Quality Assurance/Quality Control Chemist: City of Santa Cruz
Bryan Condy, Laboratory Manager: City of Watsonville

Olivia Woolery, Interim Laboratory Supervisor: Monterey One Water (M1W)
Jeremy Long, Wastewater Division Manager: City of Scotts Valley

Absent:

Barbara Buikema, General Manager: CAWD

Sarah Stevens, Environmental and Regulatory Compliance Supervisor: Monterey One Water
Vistra Zero Landing Energy Storage Facility (Moss Landing Power Plant) Power Plant
Representative: Unknown At This Time

Jose Guzman, Operations Manager: Monterey One Water

A quorum was present.

Participants — Non-Voting Members: Present

Aroon Melwani, Senior Scientist, Central Coast Managing Principal Partner: Applied Marine
Sciences (AMS)

Dane Hardin, Senior Marine Scientist, Principal: Applied Marine Sciences

Mary Hamilton, Environmental Program Manager| Central Coast Water Board

Participants — Non-Voting Members: Absent
Sarah Bragg-Flavan, Water Resource Control Engineer: Central Coast Water Board
Cameron Kostigen Mumper, Associate Manager | Pure Water Soquel

Virtual Public Attendees: None

1. Appearances/Public Comments: No Public Appearances / Public Comment



2.

3.

Agenda Changes:

None.

Agenda Items:

A. Introductions:

Attendees were noted. Jeremy Long was welcomed as the new representative for Scotts
Valley following the departure of Kati King. Jeremy is the Wastewater Division Manager
and will likely be a temporary representative until a new Lab Manager is hired. Mary
Hamilton was filing in for Sarah Bragg-Flavan from the RWQCB.

. Chair’s Report by Jennie Munster

Jennie confirmed that Akin was near retirement and would not be attending the CCLEAN
meetings anymore. The steering committee will need to determine who the new Chair will
be at some future date uncertain. For now the representative from Santa Cruz will be the
de facto Chair to maintain status quo until an official Chair is decided upon.

Jennie mentioned the bacteria data in the receiving water is something that Akin brought
up to her as notable to keep in mind. As well as the 2011 chlorophyll study that was done
looking at upwelling and Nitrogen discharges from wastewater versus river. There has
been talk about possibly doing another chlorophyll study.

Patrick asked if anyone heard about the recent Supreme Court case EPA vs. San
Francisco regarding using receiving water quality in permits. Mary provided an update on
that topic and clarified key points. For instance, the ruling wasn’t that you can’t have
receiving water limits, it's that you can’t leave it up to the permittee to determine what
does or does not cause or contribute to an exceedance of a water quality objective. The
Water Board attorneys are working out guidance right now to specify what the Supreme
Court ruling means. Mary indicated that receiving water quality limits have to be defined
in the permit and so there is less flexibility.

C. Review of January 22" Meeting Minutes

Discussion:

Patrick brought up the meeting minutes on the screen and gave a quick synopsis. No
one had any comments on the meeting minutes.

Decision:

Bryan motioned for approval of meeting minutes and Jennie Munster seconded. There
was a roll call vote to approve the meeting minutes:

AYES: CAWD, City of Watsonville, City of Scotts Valley, Monterey One Water,
City of Santa Cruz
NOES: None




ABSENT: Vistra Zero Landing
ABSTAIN: None

After a roll call vote the meeting minutes were accepted.

Action Iltem:

None.

D. Lead Agency Remarks

Discussion:

Patrick asked about EPA approved methods for Total Coliform testing for ocean
discharge, specifically that the IDEXX method is not allowed for Total Coliform, but is
allowed for Fecal Coliform, and therefore the labs need to do Multiple Tube
Fermentation which is a more time consuming test. The question was whether anyone
on the call had successfully gotten an approved “Alternative Test Method” for Total
Coliform to use the IDEXX (i.e. Colilert) method.

Jeremy Long from Scotts Valley said that he submitted a letter earlier in the month to
the RWQCB for that exact thing and it was denied because the EPA doesn’t allow it.
No one else on the call was using Colilert for Total Coliform for effluent so Patrick said
he would probably not try to get a special approval for that given Scotts Valley wasn’t
successful.

Bryan mentioned that he would like it if permits just had Fecal Coliform only since it is
wastewater and not Total Coliform. Mary Hamilton said that if there is the potential for
beneficial harvesting of shellfish you have to have Total Coliforms in the permit, but it
depends on what the Ocean Plan says.

Decision:

None.

Action Item:

None

E. CCLEAN Topics or Questions for Water Board Staff
Aroon asked Mary about the QAPP review. Mary said they are still working on it and have
had some review meetings internally. She said that the old QAPP is still in effect and is
being used on current data being submitted until the new QAPP is approved.

F. Program Director’s Report



Discussion:

Aroon Melwani gave an update on regular CCLEAN activities:

e Wet season sampling was completed just over a week ago. It went well. About
250 to 400 liters were sampled amongst the sites and they are being sent off to
the labs now. The buoys have been pulled from the water so they are essentially
done with that sampling for the year.

e Aroon submitted a Draft QA audit which is a new document to Sarah because
she asked to see it.

e AMS is working on the annual report and Dane is really focused on the sources
and sinks chapter. AMS is aiming to have the annual report out for review soon.

Decision:

None

Action Item:

None

G. Discussion of CCLEAN Scoping for FY25/26

Discussion:

The ad-hoc scoping committee gave a presentation on the ideas they came up with for
future focus of CCLEAN research work. Some highlights:

e The current phase (Phase 3) of CCLEAN has been going for 10 years and so it
seems like there is enough data to shift some of the sampling to other areas and
create a new Phase 4.

e |t seems good to continue monitoring for CECs in Mussels. Fecal Indicator
Bacteria (FIB) results in mussels seem to be highly variable and not yielding
useful information so could be eliminated.

e Looking at reducing HVWS to every other year since we already have a lot of
data and could shift those resources elsewhere. However, nutrient sampling in
the ocean seems like a good thing to increase sampling for.

e The FIB and TSS offshore data is very consistent and so could be reduced and
that data could be better collected closer to shore.

e Silica and Urea could be another analysis that could be reduced. Mary said that
the silica is interesting as it is the building blocks for diatoms.

e More river sampling was discussed as the data seems to point to rivers as the
main source of the pollution in the bay.

e Also there was an idea to do a nutrient upwelling refresher study and perhaps a
high resolution particle tracking study.

During discussion it was noted that some of these assumptions and ideas need to
vetted in a desktop analysis. Mary noted that whatever proposal the CCLEAN
participants come up with will be reviewed against the program objectives and the
monitoring and reporting requirements in each of the permits.
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Decision:

None.

Action ltem:

None.

H. Water Board’s Report

Discussion:

Mary mentioned the SF vs EPA supreme court ruling again as something she was going
to bring up, but we already talked about it.

Mary talked about the CCAMP Data Navigator which has a lot of data pulled in from
multiple sources. The data navigator has been improved recently so she wanted to
share that with everyone. Jennie mentioned we should link the CCAMP Data Navigator
on the CCLEAN website.

Mary talked about the importance of understanding agricultural pollution sources and
so that is why the nutrients and pesticides are being prioritized to help regulate
agriculture.

reported that she is interested in sharing ideas about CCLEAN scoping with the ad hoc
committee and the regional board is looking at the ocean plan as the frame of reference
and looking at questions that need to be answered that aren’t covered currently.

Decision:

None.

Action Item:

None.

I. Financial Report

Discussion:

There was discussion about how the budget would change as part of implementing a
new Phase 4 of CCLEAN. There seemed to be a need to initially develop the new plan
which would take some time and work to develop and get approved by the RWQCB, so
that might be the focus of the budget for next PY25/26 and then they actual new Phase
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would start in the following PY26/27.

Bryan made the point that per Peter von Langen the monitoring reporting of CCLEAN
in our permits is not the required program of CCLEAN as CCLEAN is adaptably
managed, and what is captured in the permit is just what we were doing at that time.

Patrick went over the financial report. Everything is in good shape. Looks like all the
members are current on payments for this quarter.

Decision:

AMS needs to develop a budget proposal for PY25/26 to include desktop analyses and
maybe other work to develop a new Phase 4 plan for RWQCB review.

Action ltem:

AMS needs to develop a budget proposal for PY25/26.

J. General Announcements

Aroon brought up that he presented at the Sanctuary Water Quality Protection Program
(WQPP) meeting.

K. Next Meeting Date:
April 23 at 2:00 PM was the next scheduled meeting for the steering committee.

4. ADJOURNMENT: Jennie Munster adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.



