CENTRAL COAST LONG-TERM ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT NETWORK (CCLEAN)
Steering Committee
Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2025
10:30 pm-12:30 pm
Via Teleconference Zoom Webinar

The meeting was called to order on June 2", 2025, at 10:30 am by Patrick Treanor. Roll call
was taken of the voting committee members signed on to Zoom.

Participants:

Present:

Jennie Munster, Quality Assurance/Quality Control Chemist: City of Santa Cruz
Patrick Treanor, District Engineer: CAWD

Olivia Woolery, Interim Laboratory Supervisor: Monterey One Water (M1W)
Jeremy Long, Wastewater Division Manager: City of Scotts Valley

Absent:

Bryan Condy, Laboratory Manager: City of Watsonville

Barbara Buikema, General Manager: CAWD

Sarah Stevens, Environmental and Regulatory Compliance Supervisor: Monterey One Water
Vistra Zero Landing Energy Storage Facility (Moss Landing Power Plant) Power Plant
Representative: Unknown At This Time

Jose Guzman, Operations Manager: Monterey One Water

A quorum was present.

Participants — Non-Voting Members: Present

Aroon Melwani, Senior Scientist, Central Coast Managing Principal Partner: Applied Marine
Sciences (AMS)

Sarah Bragg-Flavan, Water Resource Control Engineer: Central Coast Water Board
Participants — Non-Voting Members: Absent

Dane Hardin, Senior Marine Scientist, Principal: Applied Marine Sciences

Cameron Kostigen Mumper, Associate Manager | Pure Water Soquel

Virtual Public Attendees: None

1. Appearances/Public Comments: No Public Appearances / Public Comment



2.

3.

Agenda Changes:

None.

Agenda Items:

A. Introductions:

Attendees were noted.

B. Chair’s Report by Santa Cruz Representative

No discussion.

C. Review of March 22"¢ Meeting Minutes

Discussion:

Patrick brought up the meeting minutes on the screen and gave a quick synopsis. No
one had any comments on the meeting minutes.

Decision:

Olivia Woolery motioned for approval of meeting minutes and Patrick Treanor
seconded. There was a roll call vote to approve the meeting minutes:

AYES: CAWD, City of Santa Cruz, City of Scotts Valley, Monterey One Water
NOES: None

ABSENT: City of Watsonville, Vistra Zero Landing,

ABSTAIN: None

After a roll call vote the meeting minutes were accepted.

Action Item:

None.

D. Lead Agency Remarks

Discussion:

Patrick introduced Mohammed Serageldin, the new lab manager with a PhD and
notable experience including research on POPs (Persistent Organic Pollutants) in
Antarctica. He will focus on helping the CAWD lab regain ELAP accreditation and
contribute scientific insight into CCLEAN initiatives.

Decision:




None.

None

Action Item:

E. Program Director’s Report

Aroon

Discussion:

Melwani presented the annual CCLEAN report, emphasizing the effects of

climate change on chemical trends across different matrices.

The report featured a 'glossy' section authored by Dane, examining climate
impacts on pollutants such as PCBs and DDTs, with supporting data
visualizations and trends.

Sampling data from 2012-2024 was analyzed, with rainfall used as a core
comparative variable. Findings showed elevated pollutant levels during wet
seasons, particularly for high-chlorinated PCBs and DDTs, indicating recent
inputs into the ecosystem.

Distinctions were made between river and bay samples, revealing older PCBs
and less seasonal variation in the bay. Data suggests strong pollutant
contributions from rivers (San Lorenzo and Pajaro) and highlights seasonal load
fluctuations.

Emerging contaminants like neonicotinoids and bifenthrin were discussed,
though data are limited and show inconsistent detection trends.

Sediment and tissue analyses confirmed ongoing contamination trends, notably
at the Hook site.

Aroon also discussed future focus areas including nutrient source impact
evaluation, particularly nitrogen, and benthic monitoring plans.

Extensive discussion followed Aroon's presentation. Highlights included how
rainfall influences contaminant loads in the Pajaro and San Lorenzo Rivers,
differences between older and newer PCBs in the ocean versus rivers, and
implications for identifying pollutant sources. Mohammed asked technical
questions about sampling methods, and Sarah noted interest from the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary, especially related to impacts on marine wildlife.
The importance of continuing to monitor seasonal fluctuations and improving
spatial coverage was emphasized.

None

Decision:

None

Action Item:




F. Discussion of CCLEAN Scoping for FY25/26

Discussion:

Aroon presented the 2025 budget, which maintains the current scope of work with
additional funding for Phase 4 proposal development (~$40K) and benthic monitoring
(~$23K). New cost efficiencies would be realized in AMS management expenses and
by reduction in web development costs. The group approved the budget unanimously
after Jennie led the voting roll call. Further discussion addressed scope deliverables
and contract details for AMS.

Decision:
There was a roll call vote to approve the proposed AMS budget:
AYES: CAWD, City of Santa Cruz, City of Scotts Valley, Monterey One Water
NOES: None
ABSENT: City of Watsonville, Vistra Zero Landing,
ABSTAIN: None

After a roll call vote the budget amount for AMS for the next project year was approved.

Action Item:

A written proposal needs to be developed and a new contract needs to be developed
and executed.

G. CCLEAN Topics or Questions for Water Board Staff
No questions.

H. Water Board’s Report

Discussion:

Sarah shared multiple items of interest:
e Sarah introduced new staff member Drew Fredericks, an Antarctic researcher
and PhD in civillenvironmental engineering.
e She reiterated growing state and national interest in legacy pesticides, especially
from the Monterey Bay Sanctuary.
e Sarah also mentioned the upcoming draft NPDES permit for CalAm's
desalination plant expected in 2026.

Decision:

None.

Action Item:




L.

None.

Financial Report

Discussion:

Patrick reviewed CCLEANSs financial status, noting $187K available with $100K in
outstanding lab invoices. Discussion focused on reconciling the Applied Marine
Sciences budget ($503K) with actuals and anticipating carry-over for the next fiscal
year. Aroon confirmed report overages may require contingency funding. Consensus
was that no unexpected financial issues were present.

Decision:

None

Action ltem:

None

J. General Announcements

Aroon announced he would present CCLEAN findings at the upcoming Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary research panel meeting. He noted the unique value of
CCLEAN long-term data set. The team acknowledged CCLEAN visibility and role in
informing local environmental monitoring efforts.

K. Next Meeting Date:

June 25th at 2:00 PM was the next scheduled meeting for the steering committee.

4. ADJOURNMENT: Jennie Munster adjourned the meeting at 11:50 p.m.



